
James M. Conklin
August 24, 1947 - December 13, 2022

James M. Conklin, 75, of Central City, died on Tuesday, December 13, 2022
at the VA Medical Center in Grand Island. Memorial services will be on
Monday, December 19, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. at Monroe Evangelical Free
Church near Aurora with Pastor Joe Mullarky officiating. Visitation will be on
Sunday, December 18th from 5-7 p.m. at Solt-Wagner Funeral Home in
Central City. Burial of ashes will be held at Ft. McPherson National Cemetery
near Maxwell on Monday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family would like memorials designated to the Monroe E-
Free Missions Fund. Condolences may be sent to the family at www.soltwagn
erfuneral.com. 

 

James Michael Conklin was born on August 24, 1947 to Bernard and
Margaret (Smith) Conklin in Laurens, Iowa. Jim grew up in Laurens and
graduated from Laurens High School in 1966. Following his graduation, he
enlisted in the United States Air Force where he served his country during the
Vietnam War. After basic training he was stationed in Grand Island, NE where
he met his first wife, Kathryn Niehaus. Jim and Kathy were married in 1969.
After their marriage, Jim was stationed in Billings, MT where they lived until he
was deployed to Thailand. After Jim was honorably discharged from the
military on August 22, 1970, he returned to Grand Island where the couple
made their home. He then went on to receive his Auto Body Technology



Degree from Central Nebraska Technical College in Hastings, NE. Four
children were born to this union. The couple divorced in 1980. Jim was then
united in marriage to Laurie Rowley in 1982, and to this union two children
were born. While living in Grand Island Jim worked at Monfort, Diamond
Plastics, and Construction Rental, just to name a few, until he got a job at
Chief Industries, where he remained until his retirement in 2013. He also
worked part-time at Menards in the building department. After 21 years of
marriage, the couple divorced. In 2015, Jim moved to Central City with his son
Nathan and his family, where he remained until the Lord called him home. 

 

Jim was a member of the Monroe Evangelical Free Church, where he was
extremely active. He was an Awana leader as well as a Mission Committee
member. His mission work was one of his greatest interests, and spent some
of his most cherished time in Kenya and Mexico. He was also very involved in
the youth of his church. When he wasn’t spending time at church, he enjoyed
golfing, fishing, gardening, traveling, and bowling, but his greatest love was
spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren. 

 

Those left to cherish his memory are his children: Bryan Conklin of Bee, NE;
Chad Conklin of Grand Island, NE; Dorian (Steve) Noden of McKinney, TX;
Kenny (Tori) Conklin of Malcolm, NE; Nathan (Jessica) Conklin of Central City,
NE; and Jamie Conklin of Lincoln, NE; his sisters: Dianne Smith of Mifflinburg,
PA; Wanda Drummond of Prescott Valley, AZ; and Gwen Conklin of Spencer,
IA; his grandchildren: Allie Conklin, MacKenzie Conklin, Madison Conklin,
Avery Noden, Cole Conklin, Sienna Noden, Ramzi Conklin, Kashton Noden,
Ava Conklin, Rowen Noden, Olivia Conklin, Tayden Conklin, Elyse Conklin,
and Kyler Conklin; and his granddog; Tucker. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents and two brother-in-laws: James
“Smitty” Smith and Jack Drummond.





Cemetery Details

Fort McPherson National Cemetery

Maxwell, NE

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 18. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Solt-Wagner Funeral Home
1507 17th St.
Central City, NE 68826
(308) 946-3303
soltwagnerfuneral@gmail.com
https://www.wagnerfuneral.com/

Memorial Service

DEC 19. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Monroe Evangelical Free Church
1001 W 18 Rd
Phillips, NE 68865
(402) 854-2212

mailto:soltwagnerfuneral@gmail.com
https://www.wagnerfuneral.com/
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Debbie Bannan - December 21, 2022 at 03:40 AM

We are so sorry that our cousin Jim has passed away and we send
you all our deepest condolences. I met Jim when I came to the USA
many years ago to visit all the family and he was so kind to me.
From Debbie and all the Bannans, UK.

Carol Hiser - December 18, 2022 at 07:02 PM

Jim was a valued employee at Diamond Plastics. You could always
rely on both Jim and Lori to get their jobs done. The good Lord
gained a top angel. Rest In Peace, Jim. Carol Hiser

December 16, 2022 at 05:22 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
James M. Conklin.

HDR / Amy Ayer - December 15, 2022 at 09:57 AM

Tori - We are keeping you and your family in our thoughts and
prayers. 

 HDR, HR Comp & Benefits Team

https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

