
Karen Elsie Gestrine
May 12, 1946 - November 28, 2025

Karen Elsie Gestrine was born May 12, 1946, to Martin and Elsie (Olson)
Gestrine and passed away at Bryan West Hospital in Lincoln on November
28, 2025, as the result of an accident on Tuesday, November 25. Her funeral
and burial will be at Calvary Lutheran of Swede Home on Sunday, December
7, at 1:30 p.m. with Pastor Hillary Christensen presiding. Cremation has taken
place, according to her wishes. 

Karen spent her life being a devoted and loyal family member and friend. She
was always willing to spend time with shut-ins or drive loved ones to
appointments, and she will forever be remembered for her kind and gentle
ways. No one was more gifted and generous at remembering birthdays and
holidays with cards than Karen. Her loss leaves a tremendous void in the
hearts of many. 

 

Karen was baptized and confirmed in Calvary Lutheran Church of Swede
Home, where she was an active lifetime member. Growing up, Karen attended
country schools: District 62 Oakdale and District 42 High Prairie. She was a
fierce supporter of her beloved Osceola Bulldogs, having graduated from
Osceola High School in 1964. 

Karen began working for the U.S. Post Office on January 15, 1966, as a clerk
in Osceola and Columbus. In May 1976, she was named the officer-in-charge



at the Osceola Post Office, and on April 9, 1977, she proudly became
Osceola’s postmaster. On June 1, 2001, she retired from the USPS with over
35 years of service. 

 

She was active in the Osceola Senior Center, a member of the Osceola
Community Action Group, the Legion Auxiliary, and PEO. Her greatest joy,
though, was spending time with family and friends. Her weekday coffee group,
lunches and card games with friends, and Sunday mornings in Swede Home
brought her much happiness. 

Karen is survived by her brothers Roger (Bev) from Chehalis, WA, and
Rodney (Jane) from Kingman, AZ; nieces Susie and Nicole and nephew Nate;
several close cousins; many second and third cousins who considered
themselves nieces and nephews; and a host of friends who considered
themselves family. She was preceded in death by her parents. 

 

Memorials are suggested to Calvary Lutheran of Swede Home or to Osceola
Fire and Rescue. Solt-Wagner in Central City is handling arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Swede Home Cemetery

Stromsburg, NE

Previous Events

Memorial Service

DEC 7. 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)

Calvary Lutheran Church Swede Home
950 129th Rd
Stromsburg, NE 68666
(402) 764-5981
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Kevin J. Wagner - December 08, 2025 at 10:58 AM

On behalf of the Gregg Young Toyota, formerly Ernst Auto Group,
our condolences on a Fine Lady that Osecola was able to have for
many years. 

 As customer first, a friendship developed in her thirteen vehicles we
assisted with for her travels. She will deeply be missed to which I
am sorry I wasn't aware of Karen's passing till yesterday's service
popped up on Facebook. 

 Many Prayers to her family, friends, along with church members. 
 Kevin J. Wagner.

December 02, 2025 at 07:03 PM

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of Karen Elsie Gestrine.

Chris and Richard Morgan - December 02, 2025 at 04:45 PM

Chris and Richard Morgan purchased the Countr
y Basket Blooms for the family of Karen Elsie
Gestrine.

https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Chris and Richard Morgan - December 02, 2025 at 04:45 PM

Chris and Richard Morgan planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Karen Elsie
Gestrine.

Steven and LaDonna Gabel - December 02, 2025 at 04:21 PM

Steven and LaDonna Gabel purchased the Full O
f Love Bouquet for the family of Karen Elsie
Gestrine.

Steven and LaDonna Gabel - December 02, 2025 at 04:21 PM

Steven and LaDonna Gabel planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Karen Elsie Gestrine.

December 02, 2025 at 02:24 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Karen Elsie Gestrine.

https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 02, 2025 at 11:59 AM

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family
of Karen Elsie Gestrine.

https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.soltwagnerfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

